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GOD IS NEAR 


"In the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, and in 
all that the life of Jesus was afterwards to re- 
veal, there is a message that not only is there 
a God, but that God comes very near. To believe 
that God is above is one thing. To believe that 
God is a strength sufficient for us is another 
and still more inspiring confidence. But to 
believe that God is not only almighty, that he 
is not only all-sufficient, but that he is God 
with us, God the Near, the understanding, the 
intimate - that is best of all.” 


— The Interpreter's Bible, 
Yol. 8, page 54 


MISSION AND CHURCHMAN SHIP 


Church and mission belong indissolubly to- 
gether. On the one hand, the Church is a part of 
the Gospel. The offer of reconciliation to God 
through Jesus Christ involves as one of its essen- 
tial elements the offer of welcome into the fel- 
lowship of those who have received the reconcilia- 
tion and who are already enjoying in foretaste 
the life of the New Age. On the other hand, mis- 
sion belongs to the essence of the Church. If 
Churchmanship does not mean fellowship with the 
Lord Jesus Christ through the Spirit, then it 
means nothing; and you cannot have fellowship with 
Him without being committed to partnership in His 
mission to the world. The disastrous effects of 
making this separation are written large all over 
the present world situation. We have grown ac- 
customed to thinking that the Church’s mission is 
to be discharged by what are called "missions," 
and when political or other circumstances inhibit 
the work of "missions" we become despondent about 
the whole future of the Church’s mission. It may 
well be that what has happened before, and what 
is still happening now, may be the normal pattern 
for the decades ahead--that is to say that the 
Church's mission should be discharged not by the 
organized labors of large bodies of paid profes- 
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sionals working through highly developed institu- 
tions, but by a multitude of anonymous non-profes- 
sional Christiams--merchats, travelers, soldiers, 
coolies, even beggars. There are many churches 

in India which have come into existence in this 
way. It appears to be the way in which Islam is 
spreading in some areas. It is probably the way 
in which Christianity has come to many places. 

It must certainly be the normal way by which God's 
total purpose is to be fulfilled. That can only 
be when the whole membership of the Church, not a 
few professionals only, knows that by membership in 
the Church it is committed to a mission to the 
world. It may be one of the main tasks of the 
churches in the period immediately ahead of us to 
find ways by which the increasing movement of 
Christian men and women from one part of the 
world to another can be harnessed for the fulfil- 
ment of the Church's world mission. 


— Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, 
Chairman and General Secretary- 
elect of the I.M.C. 


1.M.C. DINNER IN NEW YORK 


The North American Advisory Committee of the 
I.M.C. held a dinner meeting in the dining hall of 
the Broadway Congregational Church in New York 
City on the evening of November 14. The meeting 
was presided over by the Chairman of the Advisory 
Committee, Mr. Charles A. Cary, of Wilmington, 
Delaware. The address of the evening was given by 
Bishop J.E. Lesslie Newbigin, Chairman of the 
I.M.C., and General-Secretary-elect. Two hundred 
and seventy-two friends of the I.M.C. from Canada 
and the United States were in attendance. The 
dinner was made the occasion for honoring Dr. John 
A. Mackay, Dr. Charles W. Ransom, and Dr. Jesse 
R. Wilson. Dr. Mackay, for the past ten years the 
Council's Chairman, remained in office through the 
Ghana Assembly. Dr. Ranson for approximately this 
same period served as General Secretary. He is 
now the Director of the Council’s Theological 
Education Fund. Dr. Wilson, one of the Council's 
secretaries from March 1, 1955 to October 1, 1958, 


has retired and is now living in Wells, Texas. 
The printed dinner program carried appropriate 
biographical data concerning these three men and 
also concerning the Acting-General Secretary, 
Dr. George W. Carpenter, Mr. Cary, and Bishop 
Newbigin. 


EVANGELISM IN POST-WAR ITALY 


Evangelism in Italy Today was the theme of a 
notable article by the Rev. Carlo Gay in prepara- 


tion for a Conference of Protestant Churches in 
the Latin Countries of Europe held in France in 
September. The exigencies of World War II, the 
author says, led many people "to seek fresh points 
of view and fresh syntheses." The Roman Catholic 
answer has been to seek a more integrated and 
rigid control over politics, education, and family 
life. The Communist answer has been to advocate 
class struggle to replace class privilege with 
justice for all. Part of this struggle has been 
anti-clericalism; but some Communists "have begun 
to wonder whether it is not possible to have 
Christian faith without clericalism." The secular 
answer is to campaign for free thought and against 
clericalism and the effort "to discover an econo- 
mic reason for every problem." In this situation, 
Protestants are confessedly weak in numbers, iso- 
lated from community life, lacking in good leader- 
ship. Focusing attention chiefly on ecclesiasti- 
cal and theological questions has kept them " 
the fringe of the big social, political, and 
trade-union problems." The right kind of evan- 
gelism will urge Roman Catholics to reflect on 
their own faith "so as to reform it," to bring 
people back "to the basic questions raised by the 
Christian message," and above all to communicate 
by life and by word the power of God in a new dis- 
covery of the Christian faith in order to satisfy 
that known "thirst for God’s message which exists 
in the innermost heart of everyone." 


on 


1.M.C. AND W.C.C. UNION 


The Joint Committee of the I.M.C. and the 
World Council of Churches presented to the World 
Council’s Central Committee at Nyborg, Denmark, in 
August some of the plans and procedures designed 
to effect a union of the I.M.C. and the W.C.C. in 
1961. The decision to unite is subject to the ap- 
proval of a majority of the member units of the 
two bodies. These member bodies are now studying 
the preliminary plan. At Nyborg, the Rev. Charles 
Westphal of the French Reformed Church had some 
serious reservations, but no definite vote has 
been taken. Metropolitan James, representing the 
Orthodox Church, also reiterated reservations re- 
garding union which were expressed in the summer 


of 1957 by the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constan- 
tinople. The concern that the Orthodox Church, 
now a part of the W.C.C., and also that some few 
National Christian Councils, now members of the 
I.M.C., may be alienated by the I.M.C./W.C.C, 
union is very real among the leaders of both or- 
ganizations. Every effort is being made to deal 
constructively with the fears amd misgivings in- 
volved. Out of the whole discussion is emerging 
a deeper understanding of both the unity and the 
mission of the church. 


SOLID ACHIEVEMENT BY W.C.C. 


Dr. W. A. Visser ‘t Hooft, General Secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, in a sermon over 
B.B.C. in London marking the Tenth Anniversary of 
the W.C.C., answered his own question of what the 
Council has done by saying: 


“Through the World Council the churches have 
been able to do many things which they could 
not have done separately. The large scale 
help given to refugees, the very consider- 
able program of inter-church aid, the common 
witness rendered concerning international 
and interracial peace and justice, the main- 
taining of fraternal relations between 
churches living under regimes hostile to 
each other, the defense of religious liberty 
and moral support given to struggling Chris- 
tian minorities, the active concern shown 
for underdeveloped areas where rapid social 
change creates intolerable human problems, 
the increased emphasis on the role of Chris- 
tian laymen in the Church and in the world, 
the work camps for young people, and above 
all the awakening of a sense of the inter- 
dependence and solidarity of Christians -- 
these and other achievements could hardly 
have been made, if the World Council had 
not been created.” 


NEW W.C.C. HEADQUARTERS 


The Central Committee of the World Council of 
Churches meeting in Nyborg, Denmark, in August 
voted to build "a new $2,500,000 headquarters in 
Geneva." Architects’ final plans will be pre- 
sented to the Committee at-its 1959 meeting and 
construction is expected to follow immediately. 
The proposed building will have some 236 rooms 
and will be located near the United Nations and 
other international centers in Geneva. The can- 
paign for funds is well under way. 


GREAT THEMES IN TOKYO 


The Fourteenth World Convention on Christian 
Education meeting in Tokyo, Japan, in August, 
dealt with great issues and discussed great themes: 
freedom, both political and personal; humanism 
among youth; the Christian home; the Christian 
responsibility of laymen in believing and behav ing 


as Christians and in intelligent belonging to the 
Church as the Body of Christ. Professor Paul H. 
Vieth of Yale in an address on teaching the Bible 
to children said that although much Bible content 
is beyond a child’s understanding, its messaye is 
for children as well as adults and can be inter- 
preted and communicated in the language of children 
so as to bring about "awareness of and encounter 
with God." Again, while the full theological sig- 
nificance of Jesus may not be fully comprehended, 
what is taught of Him should be true and should 
not be distorted; for children are capable of an 
increasing measure of response to Him in love and 
commitment. Delegates came to this Convention 
from 64 different countries under the auspices of 
the World Council of Christian Education and 
Sunday School Association. 


STUDENT APPRAISAL 


"Readers will remember that in previous years 
there has been a remarkable tide of overseas 
Chinese students returning to the mainland for col- 
lege studies. It is now reported that this trend 
has markedly abated, due chiefly to the reports 
that have come out, of college students being as- 
Signed to manual labor of various sorts. About a 
hundred of these former overseas students in main- 
land schools have succeeded in leaving the country, 
and have signed their names to an article denounc- 
ing the Communist regime. This article appeared in 
the China Weekly (published in Hong Kong) for 
August 25, under the title, ‘Our Appeal.’ They 
denounce the regime on four points: 1. It is slav- 
ishly subservient to Soviet Russia, to such an ex- 
tent that China is no longer an independent country. 
2. It is a land of terror, where the fear of the 
government and its spies is omnipresent. (The word 
‘omnipresent’ is interesting. The majestic word 
for the omnipresence of God ‘no-hole-not-enter’ 
is used. Tien Feng uses the same phrase of the 
insidious activities of the pastors condemned as 
rightists.) 3. The poor are poorer than ever; it 
is only their Communist masters who have a higher 
standard of living under the new regime. 4. People 
on the mainland not only do not have freedom of 
action and speech, they do not even have the free- 
dom of silence, but are required to sing the praises 
of a regime they hate. The signers were mostly en- 
rolled in schools in Peking or Canton, but many 
other parts of China are also represented: Nanking, 
Amoy, Changsha, Sian, etc." 


— China Bulletin, New York, 
October 6, 1958 


BOOK NOTICES 


The New Testament _in Modern English, by J. B. 
Phillips; The MacMillan Co., 60 Fifth Avenue, 


New York 11, N.Y., $6.00. In succession between 
1947 and 1957, came four outstanding books from 
J.B. Phillips - all paraphrase-like translations 
into exquisite modern English of the whole of the 
New Testament: Letters, Gospels, Acts, ond 
Revelations. Among these, perhaps the best known 
is his Letters to Young Churches. Now all four 
are available in one volume under the title given 
above. "The Scriptures," he translates Timothy 
as saying, "are the comprehensive equipment of 
the man of God, and fit him fully for all branches 
of his work." 

The Ghana Assembly of the International 
Missionary Council; Ronald K. Orchard, editor; 
Friendship Press, New York, N.Y.; $3.25. This 
book includes a selection of the papers which 
were prepared in many parts of the world for the 
use of the Assembly, as well as a number of the 
speeches made in the Assembly's plenary session, 
with an Essay on the Role of the I.M.C. Dr. John 
A. Mackay, President of Princeton Theological 
Seminary says: "This is a unique volume. Its 
chapters re-echo things said and done in the 
first world conference ever held in Africa. In 
the setting of Ghana, the youngest of Africa’s 
free nations, Christians from all the continents 
interpreted the mission of Christianity at this 
hour." 

The Christian Family in East Asia is the 
title of the report of the Chiengmai Institute 
held in Thailand, February - April 1958. The 
Institute carried through a study training pro- 
gram for Asians working in the Christian home 
field. The report was prepared by the delegates 
themselves, and grew out of their daily work to- 
gether. It was edited by Dr. and Mrs. David Mace 
who directed the Institute. Copies will be avail- 
able in January from the IMC office, Room 1124, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 

Price: SO0¢ postpaid. 

One Body, One Gospel, One World: The Chris- 
tian Mission Today, by The Rt. Rev. J. E. L. 
Newbigin, Chairma of the I.M.C. This is the 
most compelling fresh statement of the missionary 
task of the Church to date. It reminds one that 
today’s frontiers are not geographical. The 
Church confronts a non-Christian world; its out- 
reach is "from faith to non-faith" everywhere. 
Copies may be obtained from the I.M.C., Room 
1124, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. Price: 
single copies, 25¢ each. In quantity of 10 or 
more, 20¢ each. (The IMC will pay postage if 
remittance accompanies order.) 


STILL ACHIEVING, STILL PURSUING 


One of the recurring notes in the World Order 
Study Conference of the National Council of 
Churches in Cleveland, November 18-21, was the 
fact of change inherent in all social patterns. 
Sometimes this change was referred to as revolu- 
tion, ond revolution it is, both explosive and 
gradual. Sometimes attention was called to ever- 
emerging problems: the solution of one problem 
often creating other problems. Bishop Oxnam, in 
introducing Secretary of State John Foster Dulles, 
put it this way: "Peace like bread must be made 
daily." But blessed be the peace-makers even if 
they do have to make it every day. And blessed 
be all those who hunger for justice and mercy and 
righteousness even if none of these things and 
others like them are ever fully achieved either in 
individual or corporate life. We struggle, we 
pursue, we judge, we condemn, we praise, we expe- 
rience failure often, and only occasionally do we 
achieve success, and then only partial success. 
But we go on knowing that the only tragic thing 
that may happen to us is that we should guit 
struggling; and knowing also that in the economy 


of God, partially on the plane of history and fully 
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World Associates Newsletter is a publi- 
cation of the International Missionary 
Counci:] of which Dr. George W. Carpenter 
is the Acting General Secretary, and Bishop 
J.E. Lesslie Newbigin is the Chairman and 
General Secretary-Elect. 

It appears four times a year - March, 
June, September, and December. It is sent 
chiefly to those who are listed as World 
Associatesmotmthe Council and to Jsome 
others. There is no subscription rate. 
If interested, write to Jesse R. Wilson, 


Editor of the Newsletter. 


beyond the plane of history, by God's good grace 
and power, we shall reap if we faint not. We know 
the kind of world we have in spite of all that the 
Church has done. But if we should ever want some- 
thing terrible to contemplate we might try to 
imagine what kind of world it would be if the 
Church had not worked at all or should now cease 
to work - or, as Winston Churchill once said, "if 
God should grow weary of the world." Thank God He 
won't: He will not fail nor be discouraged until 


he has set discernment in the earth and the isles 


shall wait for His guidance. 
ANGELIC STRENGTH 


"If you would make human beings happy, give 
them a task and a cause, and the harder the bet- 
ter. They rise to their full stature only when 
challenged. Startle the soul into admiration, ask 
of it the impossible, to join the forlorn hope, 
and it is endowed with angelic strength. Ask 
nothing of it, and the soul retires. Enter in its 
place the captious, querulous, resisting, arguing, 
guarrelsome intellect." 


— W. MacNeille Dixon in 
The Human St tuation 
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